Rise in Earths Oxygen Timed to the Rise of Animals
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period prior to this increase in animal
diversity (the mid-Proterozoic) to have
directly hindered the emergence of
advanced animals until approximately
800 million years ago.

This now helps explain the mysterious,
billion-year lag between the first
appearance of eukaryotes (life consisting
of cells with a distinct nucleus) and the
emergence of complex animals on Earth.
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